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It's & saunter down memory lane [ thoroughly de-
light in from time to time: that golden, glorous day
of my United States Afr Foroe Academy graduation
and commissioning. [ vividly remember the sights
amd spunds— tossing my wheel cap up into the blue
sky, my triumphant shout drowned out only by the
Thunderbirds’ echoing flyby above the USAFA stadi-
um. For our Christian brothers and sisters in unifiorm,
just ahead of you in your new military career are great
hlessings and challenges you will have the privilege of
experiencng becawse you are a disciple of the Lord Je-
sus Christ.

You now have the profound opportunity to mirmor
Christ to those arund you: a servant keader humbly,
sacrificially giving of time, talents—and even life, if
required— for a greater good. When overwhelmed by
the enormity of this call, and all the seemingiy relent-
less and trying circomstances immlving it, you can de-
pend on Jesus for wisdom, strength and grace. He will
emparwer you to be faithful to this high calling, “Let us
then approach Gods throne of grace with confidence,
50 that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of nead” (Hebrews 4:16).

The active duty life of frequent moves, hazardous
large-scale opportunities to grow in God-dependence
in ways you've never experienced before. As a young,
single lieutenant working in intelligence, 1 found my-
selfl stationed far away from my parents and prior
support networks. Sometimes 1 was on required duty
seven days A week. At other times, as a part of contin-
gency operations, the lives of others were at stake—
hased on the quality and accuracy of the information
I provided. Some assignments had me “disappearing”
without being able to tell anyone how long I'd be gone
or what [ was doing. Nor could I contact anyone dur-
ing that time.

These difficult and fear-inducing circumstances
drew me closer to God, teaching me just how depen-
dent 1 was upon Him for His protection, grace and
wisdom. He was with me—a refuge, strength and
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ever-present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1). [ was never
hidden from the loving Fathers eyes, whether in the
most remae or secreted of locations (Psalm 139: 712,
Becawse He is all knowing and has complete suthority
over everything, [ could perform my assignments with
joy and a sense of eternal purpose mther than fear. By
trusting Him, 1 could know that it was He who placed
me in & certain time and place for His sure purpos-
es—essential for effective service to both Him and my
country (Esther 4:14).

Interdependence with other Christians is also para-
moumnt fior believers to recognize. During those intense
times of my responsibilities, [ would gather with oth-
er military Christians to worship the Lord, study His
‘Word, and pray for each other. Those relationships
became some of my most enduring friendships and
cherished memories.

Orur nation lands and applands the independenece
and seli-sufficiency of those who seemingly over-
thon. But our autonomaous reserves aren't big enough,
strength strong enough, nor intellect and planning
powers ample enough to overcome the extraordinary
challenges of the military life. The message of the
cross makes it clear that apart from God we can do
nothing (John 15:5). We are utterly dependent upon

Leaming to more fully lean on God in every situa-
tion of life, particularly in your new military career, is
An opportunity of an ever-growing delight to know:
Gods strength is sure, His wisdom unfailing, grace
sufficient, and love never-ending. Sea
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